R 


GosSsER Inv. 


eee 
i / / | 
11 Hl 

14 i 


— 


7 


rg 
1 


f, 
EC, 
5 
wt 
i 1 
A 
/ 


Ao 


” * 


— 
12 
„ 
2 

: 

2 


— 


F 


* 


7 
/ 
7 
4 
N 
/ 


= —_— 


_ 


a 


— — 


— DS 
KINNERENG R 


10 


1 


f — at 
” 


v. 


OF THAT WOTORIOUS 
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WHO WAS CONvIETLD, 
At the Orp Casrir, CanTERBURY, 
Os TUESDAY the 13th of January, 178), @ 
' FOR STEALING FOUR GEESE, 
And ſentenced to be 'Tranſported for Seven Yuas, 
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TOGET AIR WITH 


An authentic and circumſtantial Account of © 


every RosBERY he hath committed, I A 
From the YEAR 17": to the preſent Time, 4 
| a | 


As Related by HIMSELF, =} 
And atteſted as TRUE, before t two reſpectable Witneſſes 
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To the R E AD E R. 


Bor p my wretched Life !-- 

Behold my Puniſhment, due 
reward of my Ms -—The Law 
hath ſpoken.---Loaded with fet- 
ters, I muſt forſake my native 
home and ramble on the dange- 
rous ocean, till I reach an almoſt 
unknown land, wherein I am to 
be kept, for "AED years, to hard 
labour, under the rod of unmer- 
ciful leaders.---Thoſe morſels of 
bread I ſhall eat, are to be earned 
with great mee and bathed 
with tears of ſorrow ! Tremble, 
ye Youth, who are going to read 
my ones adventures, and beg 
2 0 GOD hy 1 to avoid 


doing 
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\ dale the leaſt miſchief, or to 0 
any lilies that is diſpleaſing to | 
OE fa always preſent to 
your mind this little but true 
Proverb : © Keep good company, 
% and good you ſhall be; for, as 
Solomon ſays, Prov. xxiti, v. 28, e 
«© He that has no rule over his own | 
« ſpirit, is like acity that is broken ll 
cc down, and without walls. May | 
the diſcovering of my vices. and if 
the deſcription of my deſerved i 
puniſhment induce you to liſten 
to the good advice of your friends 
— make you ſhudder at the only 
name of Thieving, and my ex- 
pectation in n this wall 
be muy anſwered. 
22 N 59 


an My 77 ard in 


| OY Dunſtan's (ol, 4 KIRBY. 
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1 WAS born of honeſt and induſtrious pa- 
rents, in the pariſh of Saints Coſmus and 
Damian, in the Blean, near Canterbury, in 
he county of Kent, on St. Andrew's day, in 
The year 1766, At a proper age I was ſent 
0 heal, with my brothers, to learn to read; 
tor, tho* my father was brought up to buf. 
dandry buſineſs, he was deſirous to give us 
all the learning his circumſtances would ad- 
it of., I have four brothers and one filter, 


dt my father, Who was a plain well meaning: 
215 and beloved by d ö they 
| A. learnt 


all of wh om, by liſtening to the good advice 


* 


34 


IN ſome filver ſpoons, lett in a careleſs manner 01 
a4 atable, I took that opportunity to beat o one ta- 


6 ͥ A 8xxren Of Tux 


friends and acquaintance, for their honeſty, ; 
ſobriety, and induſtry. However good their 


of life. Nothing appeared ſo painful, or ſo 


to and from Whitſtable for the ſake of a ride. 
turned to ridicule. My father, perceiving 


which I continued till his death. When that 


teen years of age, and then neceſſitated to bei 


making myſelt happy. in aſſiſting the widow; 
and might have continued in that agreeabl: 


learnt- to read, and are reſpected by their 


example, it made no impreſſion on a mind = 
naturally bent on an idle and diſſolute courſe 


diſagreeable as to learn to read. I generally 
played the truant, taking to the fields or woods 
after the hounds ; or following the carriages 


The good precepts of my parents, I totally 5 
diſregarded, and, when out of their ſight, 


my «diſpoſition, as ſoon as .I was of proper 
age, took me to work with him in the woods, 


unfortunate event happened I was about ſix- 
at home with my mother. From that time 
till 1 was ſeventeen, I occaſionally went to 


todder the cattle, and do other out - door work 
at Mrs. Cullen's, who lived near my mother, 


ſituation for ſome time, had not my wicked 
imagination tempted me to rob oy bene- 
factreſs: 5 gf. 


One abr y, in che abſence of ha family, ſeeing 
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le and one tea ſpoon, which I put in my 
Wocket, and ſold the next day to a perſon in 
anterbury for 1s. 8d. Mrs. Cullen ſuſpect- 
me to be the perſon who had committed 
he theft, deſired I would come no more to 
er houſe, 

The ſucceſs I met with in my firſt attempt, 
ncouraged my wicked intentions; and hav- 
g no inclination to work, went to Canter- 


ly W@ury, aſſociated with ſeveral young men of 
it, N bandoned characters, who ſupported their 
1g rravagancies by petty thefts; they ſoon in- 


aduced me into the company of feveral of 
e moſt common proſtitutes, on whom I ſpent 
hat little money I had from my mother and 
he produce of the ſpoons. My companions 
eing in the ſame neceſſitous circumſtances; 
e conſulted together on the beſt means to 
iſe the Bit, (a cant term for money) and 


rk om the information I had given them, we 
cr, M ſolved to ow Mr. Edward A 8 of Blean, 
WI {Wat evelang.” 

ble 

ed About ten o'clock that night, 1 and four 
ne- tiers, beſet the houſe, ſtationed in different 


uarters to prevent a ſurprize, and ſtole out 
f the lodge, nine couple of fowls, and out 
the ſtable a pair of boot-ſhoes, and made 
on f undiſcovered. _ On our way home we 
ta- 1 that a tythe- feaſt. was * d even- 
ble A 2 ing 
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ing at the Hare and Hounds, on the Com. 
mon, and ſeeing Mr. Foreman and another 
neighbour go into the houſe, I thought we 
had a good opportunity of doing a little more 
buſineſs : It was then agreed, that I and ano. 
ther ſhould attempt his lodge, which we ſoon 
after did, and ſtole thereout four geeſe ; one of 
them making a noiſe, it alarmed Mr. Fore. 
man's man, who, running ou- of the houſe in 
his ſhirt, towards Mr. Bird's, a neighbour, he 


ſaw one of us come out of the lodoe, bur, 


while he was calling to Mr. Bird, I whiſpered £ 
to my companion to get off, then took th I 


2 geeſe into the wood, where Acces them, 


and immediately ran to the Hare and 
Hounds, and called for a pint of beer. 
While I was drinking it, Mr. Foreman's ſer- 
vant and Mr. Bird came in, and informed the 
company that Mr. Foreman's lodge had been 


_ robbed of four geeſe; that they ſaw one of 


the thieves, but was not able to take him; 
and, turning to me, ſaid, if they had not ſeen 
me there, they ſhould have ſuſpected that! 
was one of them. — The fowls we after ward 


_ . fold at Canterbury for 1s. 8d. a couple, the 


geeſe for 28. and the ſhoes for 20d. which 


money, we agreed, ſhould go. to a joint 
ſock, for the benefit of all. 


As 1 became a wholeſale dealer in fow!ls 
wy thoughts turned on cock- fighting; and 
5 hearing 
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hearing of a match that was to be fought on 
Box-day at the R— E „in St. Mildred's, 
ery ee I ſtole a game-cock from out of 
e Mr. Twyman's yard, at Blean, had him cut out 
0- of his feathers, and for 38. lent him to a friend 
to fight one battle for a guinea: The cock 
ol WF beat, and fought a ſecond battle, when he 
e. again conquered, and I received 2s. 6d. more. 
in I then: took the cock home, and turned him 
ne into the yard from whence I had ſtolen him.— 
ati The cock was fo altered by being cut out of 
ed his feathers, that Mr. Twyman did not know 
e him again, and thought he was a ſtrange cock 
ui that came among his hens, About a fort- 
ind night after, I ſtole the ſame cock again, and 
—W fought him at the ſame place, where he was 
er- killed 1 in the ſecond battle. 


„After this, Ito a bitch from Edward 
Sandy's, and a dog, the property of Mr. 
Wootton, from Peyton's, at Blean; led them 
to Folkſtone, where I ſold them for 78. 6d. 
and had a puppy given me into the bargain. 
On my return to Canterbury, I ſold the puppy 
to a huntſman, at the Compaſſes, in St. Pe- 
ter's, for 58. | 


The next morning going to the Old Park, 
I obſerved a pack of hounds, belonging, 1 be- 
lieve, to Mr, Dean, and took an opportunity 
When I ſaw the dogs were tired, to Ver 8 
5 _ liver= 
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liver coloured one, with a white circle round 


his body, and a red and white bitch from the 
pack; this was the more eaſily done, as I ne- 
ver failed to carry a compoſition which 


- would entice any dog to follow me. I allo 


took thoſe to Folkſtone, and ſold them to my 
former chapman for 5s. each. He then in- 


formed me, he ſhould be glad if I could help 
him to an old horſe to feed his dogs; I told 


him I could, and would bring him one the 
next morning; taking my leave, I returned 
home, and the ſame evening went into Broom- We 
field, near Blean church, and ſtole thereout 
Mr. Smitb's mate, which I rode to F olkſtone, 5 
arriving there about eight o clock in the 
morning, when I received 148. for her. She 
was immediately killed, the ſkin taken off, 
and quartered, This was done, as I after- 
wards learnt, to prevent a diſcovery, As I 
had executed my commiſſion with punctuality, 
he gave me the greateſt encouragement, and MW 
aſked me if I could help him to any more 
dogs? Knowing that I had two, which I had We 
ſtolen from the ſubſcription pack, ſhut up at 
home, I told him I could, and would bring 
them to Folkitone the next day. 1 was as 
good as my word, and received 78. 6d, for 
each. They | were e after Wirped for 
France. 


5 As I had | now ply of money, I tough 


a 
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of ſpending a day or two at F olkſtone, with 
my friend, but one morning hearing the cry 
F the hounds, I joined in my favorite diver- 


don. After the hunt, I watched an oppor- 
unity, got. into the kennel, and brought off 
/ WE undiſcovered, two dogs, che one named Fa- 
nous, the other Doxey, brought them ſafe to 
Canterbury, and fold them for 88s. At that 
dime I had a puppy, which I had ftolen a 
e ſhort time before, and which, as I was in- 
d formed afterwards, belonged to the ſame 
\- huntſman to whom I. had ſold Famous and 
It Doxey with this puppy and a noted bitch 
e, Not my own, I returned to Folkſtone, ſold the 
je {MW puppytfor 38. and left the bitch in care of wy 
ae friend to hunt with, 

f, 
-I now. began to think ſeriouſly of my 
1 crimes, and determined within myſelf, to 
y, leave off theſe wicked proceedings, and en- 
ad deavour to get my living by honeſt means; 
re iſ however, returning to Canterbury, I unfor- 
ad tunately met with ſome of my old com- 
at panions, in great diſtreſs, without money, or 
ng cven victuals. They propofed to go out 
as with me that evening; at firſt I gave them 


a denial, ſaying, I was forry for what J had 
done, 0 was reſolved to leave off; but 
their earneſt intreaties ſoon overpowered my 
N reaſon, and, at laſt, conſented to go with 
ght them. 


55 „„ 


* 


be thoſe he had loſt, occaſioned a diſcovery, 


* 


3 
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About nine o'clock that night, we went to 
Mr., Sandy's, at Blean, (whom I had robbed 
© before) and having hid myſelf on the gratten- 
wall, heard Mr. Sandy ſay to his wagg oner, 
« As they ha'nt been here for two nights, 
„I don't think they'll come to-night.” By 
this, I waskſure ſome of my companions had 
been here before. The waggoner, however, 


if 47; . his maſter to take the fowls into the 


zouſe, which, after a little conſideration, he 
"complied with. 1 then took notice of the 
place where they. hid the key, which was in a 
hole in the wall. When they had been in 
bed about an hour, I went to the hole, and 


took the key ef the back door, by means of 55 


which we entered the waſh-houſe, and ſtole 
from thence nineteen fowls, leaving only an 
old cock and a ſtag, with which we got ſafe 
off, and ſold them the ſame evening to a per- 
ſon in Canterbury, for 1s. 6d, a couple. The 
next evening I ſtole eight couple and half of 
' rabbits, out of Mr. Fleet's ſtowage, at Wild- 
court, and ſold them to the ſame perſon. 


Two or three nights after, I ſtole from Mr. 
Lawſon, at the Hare and Hounds, on the 
Common, two geeſe, which I fold to a pub- 
lican without Weſtgate, Canterbury. Mr. 
Lawſon happening to call at the houſe ſoon 
after, ſaw the geeſe, and knowing them to 
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for which I was apprehended, and committed 
the 23d of November, 1783, for the irft 
time, to St. Dunſtan's gaol, to take my ttial 
for the ſame at the next Quarter Seſſions, 
held at the Old Caſtle, Canterbury, where 
J was acquitted. 

When I came out of priſon, the pariſh of- 
ficers of Blean bought me ſome tools, and 
] went to work in the woods for two or three 
months, till Mutton (an old companion of 


mine) called to ſce me. We went to the 


Red Lion, on the Common, and having ſtaid 
there till all our money was ſpent, we fur- 
veyed the. houſe, obſerving what things we 
ooh beſt carry off, and where we could get 

The next morning, about four o'clock, 
Keing the waggoner leave the bick door on 
the latch, while he went to get up his horſes, 
we entered the houſe, and ſtole three hams 
out of the chimney, a large table ſpoon, a tea 
ſpoon, and about half a pinr of halfpence 
out of the cupboard, and got clear off, The 
hams we fold in the Borough, Canterbury, 
for 5d, a pound; and having ſpent all the 
money, we parted, 


At dance at the Hare and Hounds, at 
Blean, I ſnatched a handkerchief out of the 
hand of a maid-ſervant who lived with Mr. 
Strood, at the Red Lion, on the Whitſtable 
ron, with no intention to keep it; and the 

| NEXT 
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© thod we could take to be revenged of Strood, 


after our return, we attempted. his houſe, 


and endeavoured to get in at the uſual place, 
but finding that well ſecured, we took an 


| ow of 1 cellar 8 locked, we were 


next day went to Strood's houſe, with the 
bandkerchief about my neck, that it might 
be noticed by the maid, to whom ] intended 
to give it; but, while I was drinking, Strood's 

ſon obſerved the handkerchief, and told his 
father, who aſked me how I came by it, when 
I cold him the truth, and the reaſon for put- 
ting it about my. neck; but, on the maid 
being queſtioned, and denying having the 
handkerchief, I was taken before Colonel 
Webb, and, on the 16th of July, 1784, was 
committed to St. Dunſtan's gaol, to be tried 
at Maidſtone aſſizes; but no bill being found 
againſt me, 15 was diſcharged by proclama- 
tion. | | 


' Mutton, who happened to be ind at the 
ſame aſſizes, for ſtealing wearing apparel from 
his fellow ſervant, and acquitted, came away 
from Maidſtone with me, and, on our way 
home we conſulted together on the belt me- 


for proſecuting me for an offence of which 
I. was really innocent. About three days 


between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, 
iron bar from the cellar window. and gor 
into the cellar, where we found a ſack. | The 


obliged 
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waſh-houſe, and another lock to get into 
he milk-hovſe, where we ſtole about four 


Fear the tamily might want a dinner, cuttin 
the leather hinges of a cupboard door, we 
took it down, and from thence we took two 
bottles of brandy, and two of geneva, a pair 
pf ſtockings from off the dreſſer, and a pair 
Wot ſhoes belonging to the waggoner. After 
we bad filled our tack, we made off to Can- 


dent in the cert a 


his word by not returning my bitch, which I 
had left with him, I went there for her, and 
not only brought back my own bitch, named 
Stroller, but ſtole the puppy I had before 
ſold to him, and another bitch, named Plea- 
ſant, Paſſing through Canterbury the next 


the huntſman from whom I had before ſtolen it, 
for 5s. Having rounded his ears and docked 
his tail, he did not know him to be his own. 


Plealant I fold for 28. 6d. at Hearn-hill. 
The huntſman afterwards having ſome ſuſ- 


picion that the puppy which 1 had lately fold 
him, was the lame which he had e 


betore bought of me, but had loſt it a few 
80 after, queſt ioned me about it, and, on 


his 


Wobliged to break that open to get into the 


Wcore of pork, leaving one piece behind, for 


terbury, and fold the pork to our correſpon- | 


PR my friend at Folkſtone WM) forfeitec | 


day, with my three dogs, I fold the puppy to 
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Ruler, at Feyton 8, at 'Blean, applied to me, 
him where he might find him; I told him 


ſtone, * where he afterwards found him. He 


near twelve o'clock, during which time, Wil- 
ham Bentley, of Whiſtable, drank ſeveral 


- cated, when he laid down. on the bench, at 


and ſhortly after took out his purſe to pay 


wh and, « taking | me aſide, propoſed to. DH. him 
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his promiſe not to mention it to his maſter, 
I confeſſed, that I had ſtolen it from him, 3 
and ſold it to a perſon at Folkſtone, from 
whom I had again ſtolen it, and, had now 
ſold it the ſecond time to him. The next 
day 1 ſtole a couple of hounds from Mr. 
Hammond, at Stone-houſe, and fold them 
tor gs. 1 Fort 

Mr. Wootton, 1 5 5 Chartham, having, as L 
have before-mentioned, loſt his dog, named 


and offered to give me gs. it I would inform 
the dog was in the ſubſcription pack at Folk- 


gave me the 5s. and deſired me to cave off 
this wicked courſe of life. | 


i 


„% x wh nd GA twat 


f 


=? 


That afternoon. Mutton calling on me at 
my mother's, we went to Strood's, at the 
Red Lion, and ſtayed playing at cards, till 
pots of bumbo with us, till he was intoxi- 


the door tor ſome time, to recover bimſelf; 


his ſhare of the reckoning, When Mutton 
obſerved that. he had ſeveral guineas in it, 


0 as tis Aa cs too . 


On 
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n the road. At firſt I was: afraid, leſt I 
ould be known; but Mutton having two 
aper maſks and two black gaberdines with 
Sim, told me he would diſguiſe me in ſuch a 
anner as to prevent diſcovery. After diſ- 
harging our reckoning, we went awayr Mr. 

tentley taking the high road to Whitſtable, 
we the road acroſs the fields, and, meeting 
him on Clapham-hill, Mutton, preſented a 
thorſe-piſtol to his head, demanding his mo- 
ey, or he would blow his brains out. — Mr. 
Bentley immediately threw a green ſilk purſe, 
containing four guineas and 3 half, and a ſix- 


then made off, and Mr. Bentley proceeded 
on his way to Whitſtable. Before we parted, 
we went to the Crown and Thiſtle, in St. 


t town. 
ql I was now ſent for, to make one, in a 


match of running, at Whitſtable ; but, be- 
fore I ſet off, Mutton came to me, and aſked 
me to go with him to Appledore; I excuſed 
myſelf till the running was over, and he went 
with me to that place.—A little before ſtart - 


Jing, one Henry York, who had a pair of 
1 large filver buckles in his ſhoes, upbraided 
me of my infamous courſe of life, for which 
I was reſolved to be revenged; and, watch- 

35 e ing 
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B 


: f "OR "IX. „ 
pence, with a hole in it, into his hat. We 


Peter's, Canterbury, and ſpent near two 
guineas of the money on the ladies of the 


— _ — — - — 
8 1 I - , — 
2 4 3 

e * * 


hoes and buckles, hid them under my loo 


mediately, without the- leaſt ſuſpicion, bl 
gan running. After the match was over, tht 


- 1e]t ſuſpected, went early away, leaving Mut 
ton, though: innocent, to recewe what wa 
intended for mea ſevere drubbing.—1 (ol 
the buckles for 178. giving Mutton parif 
and wore the ſhoes myſelf. 89 1 


challenged me with having the ſhoes then on 
upon which I knocked him down with 
-broom-ſtick, and a general engagement en 
ſjued, but we had the good fortune to eſcape 


my brother and Tork entered the houſe, with 


up a bill, (which 1 had previouſly conceale 


knocked him down.—The noi ſe this occa. 
ſioned, terribly frightened an old woman tha 


* 
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18 
ing a favourable opportunity, T took hi 
great coat, and — iwiftly up a hill, o 


cealed them in a buſh; and returning i 


young man miſſed his ſhoes, and finding my 


The next day my brother and the yount 
man, traced us to a houſe of ill fame 
Knott's- lane, Canterbury, where my brothq 


After telling Mutton where I weuld med 
him the next day, I went home and went tc 
bed; but 1 had not been long there, before 


ſticks, and beat me as I laid; but ſnatching 
in caſe I was attacked) and ſwearing I would 


chop their heads off, they ran away, I fol. 
lowed, and coming up with one of them, 


x Abb „ aw. city ee „e l toys 


lived 
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ved in the next houſe, who coming out td 
now what was the matter, I ſwore, if ne 
id not immediately go in, I would throw her 
Wito the pond, which was near. The old wo- 

nan ſwore the peace againſt me the next day, 
nd I was again committed to St. Dunſtan's 
daol, and, at the enſuing ſeſſions, was ſen- 
enced. to remain in priſon till the next quar- 
er ſeſſions; but, on going back to goal, I 
15 off my hand- cuffs, and got clear away. 


lafioediarely after, 1 ſole 180 couple of 
owls from Mr. Anderſon, at Dean, ſtrood 
ommon, and à mare als and foal (the pro- 
perty of William Taylor) from Tyler-hill. 
Gold the aſs and foal for gs. and the towls 
fer 55. at Boughton, 


| Returning from thence, I ſtole Fas off a 
hedge at I ler- hill, three Wirte one of which 
I fold for 38. at Boughton the other two I 
had on my back when I was taken at Of- 
pringe, by two poſt-boys, who, (on our way 
ti to Canterbury) ſtopped at the Red Lion, 
oF bali-way houſe, where I ſeized. a bill which 
lay in the window, and threatening them with 
d death if they purſued, 1 made my eſcape. 


About three days after, J was taken again 
at Judge-folly-hill, by the ſame poſt- boys, who 
| Ce oy me, back to St. Dunſtan'sgaal, When 
a DD: 2 I 
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J was taken before Col. Webb, for ſtealing 
Mr. Calver's ſbirts, at Tyler-hill, who lod wh, 
a detainer againſt me the 28th of October 


for which 1 was to be tried, at the Old 


Caſtle, Canterbury, but no bill . found 2 
1 was een 


ili into company with Mutton, a fey 
1 after, and knowing how dangerous it was 


for me to ſtay here, we agreed to go into 


Suſſex, and, at Cow- bridge, where Mucton 
had formerly lived, we ſtole out of a ſtable, 
belonging to a farmer, a black flag'd tail 


mare, which we ſold to our friend at Folk- 
Tone, for ſeven guineas, tho! worth ſixteen. 
She was ſent to France. 


From thence we went to Canterbury, and 


ed in common with our companions, till 


very forthing was ſpent, when we returned 


L to lean,” and, in the night, broke open Mr. 
Strood's unn at the Red Lion, and ſtole 


from thence five ſcore of laying pork, which 


we ſold to our old correſpondent Roſy P. in 


the Borough, | Canterbury, for 4d. a pound. 


The next day I entered by myſelf Mrs. 
Cullen's houſe, at Blean, while ſhe was milk- 
ing, and ſtole a red cloak, two white aprons, 


and one White muſlin apron worked with 
flowers. The widow, a few days after, de- 


3 8 claring, 


- 
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claring, while ſhe was drinking tea with my 
mother (I being preſent,) ſhe would forgive 
the thief, if ſhe could but recover her flowered 
apron, To appeaſe the old lady, I tied it 


to her back door the ſame evening, where the 


found it in the morning. The things I ſold 
to our old merchant. in the Borough, for 
11s. 6d, Hearing that ſhe ſuſpected her girl, 
who was put out by the pariſh, I took an op- 
portunity, when ſhe was again at my mo- 


ther's, to tell her, I was the perſon who tied 


her apron to her door, by. which ſhe might 
gueſs who had the reſt of her things. 


Two or three days after B 


two ſacks of wheat, and brought it on the 


back of a horſe we took out of the ſtable 
about a mile, when, ſeeing two aſſes on the 


Common, we returned the horſe to the place 


from whence we had taken him, and loaded 


the aſſes with a ſack each, and brought it to 


Canterbury, where White ſold it for 38. a 


buſhel. The. ſame night we ſtole two half- 
ankers of geneva, from William Sandy's, at 
Harbledown, and brought them off in a ſack; 


but Sandy going into the houſe where we left 
the ſack, and ſeeing it behind the door, knew it 
to be his, then ſending for a conſtable, had me 
ſecured till Mr, Strood came, to whom | con- 
teſled ſtealing the wheat with B 
ES FF 


— We 
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| — myſelf, 
and another, ſtole out of Mr. Strood's barn, 


| 
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- were then taken before Mr. Duncombe, who 
committed us on the 24th of November, 
1784, to St. Dunftan's gaol, to be tried at 

the Old Caſtle, Canterbury, where, being 

convicted, I was ſentenced to be whipped if 
twice at the cart's tail, B=— once, and one 
month's impriſonment, 1 FR 


About this time a report was ſpread that 
Mr. May's houſe, in the High-ftreet, Canter- 
bury, had been broke open, and a great quan- 
tity of ſhop goods ſtolen, when I infamouſly 
declared myſelf and another to be the perſons 
who committed that robbery, but, fortu- 
nately for the young man, the real [perſons 
were diſcovered before I was permitted to be 
ſworn, which, I really believe, at hat time, 
T1 ſhould have done, had an oath been admi- 
niſtered to me. It may be aſked, what rea- 
ſon can I give for ſuch baſe behaviour? 1 
can give none —nor was I able at that time, 
to give any; but ever ſince I have lamented 
the wickedneſs of my attempt, and am now 
very ſorry for that tranſaction. wt: 


: 
| 4p K re eee Fr tr 
When I was diſcharged, I went home, and 
received every encouragement from the Pa- Ib 
riſh Officers to go to work, and leave off this If 
dangerous buſineſs, particularly from Mr. Ie 
Fleet and his family, which I did for three !. 
oaths; when, going into the houſe of one 2 
e „„ Hlobday, 
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nobday, a-thatcher, with whom I had been 
drinking, and ſeeing him give his wife 
half a guinea to go market with, who put 


it on the corner of the mantle-piece, I was 
tempted to contrive ſome method to take it. 
Having taken our leave, we ſet off to work; 
but on the road I loitered behind until he 
was out of ſight, and ſeeing his wife go out 
of the back door to a pond for water, I ran 


back, and: entered the houſe, took the half 
auinea from off the mantle- piece unperceived, 
and immediately followed her huſband to 
work, without any ſuſpicion; but: ſometime 


afterwards, hearing that he had uſed his wife 
ill upon that account, I frankly owned that: I 
had taken it, but he would not believe me. 


After this, I went to Swinfield Minnis, 


and ſtole three couple of geeſe, brought them. 
to Canterbury, and fold them for 2s, a 


couple. 


About this time I met with my old ac- 


quaintance Mutton, and having ſtayed toge- 
ther till all bur money was ſpent, I went to 


John. Pym's, at Blean, and getting in at the 


back window, ftole out of the cupboard, a 
ſilver tea · ſpoon, two or three pounds of ba- 
con, and a red cloak. The ſpoon marked 


I. E. I fold for xs. 3d. and the Cloak for 


5 : At 
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St. Thomas's Hill, where he found them the 4 
next day; but on his offering them tor ſale 


ſtopped, and, on enquiry, they were found 
to belong to Mr. Lawſon, of Blean.—Soames 


poſing he had ſtolen them) and being con- A 


a few days after, to Whitſtable, and ſtole a 


Thomas Webb. Sold the jacket at Canter- 


hunt rabbits, where we ſaw ſeveral ſhirts 
hung on a line in a garden, and, while the 
family were at dinner, we ſtole. nine neu 
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At Thomas Cullen's, at Blean, I ſtole two b. 
couple of peeſe, and three couple of fowls, 


which I fold to my. conſtant cuſtomer at the 
. price. = 


From the widow Wilkinſon's, at Blean, 13 


ſtole three couple of fowls, and fold them to 


Soames, for 1s. 6d. a couple.—l likewit 
agreed with him for a couple of geeſe, ' and 
told him I would put them in a lodge on 


at an under price, he and the geeſe were 


was afterwards tried for that offence, { ſup- 


victed, was ſentenced | to be whipped at the 
cart's tail, ; 


: Leaving Mutton at Canterbury, 1 went 8 


Fluſhing jacket, which hung near the Salt. 
pans, and a pair of ſea- boots, belonging to 


bury for 145. and the boots for 46: 6d. 


a and 1 png vient to Swaicliff. to 


- Thirty, 
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| ſhirts, which. we got clear off with, and lock 
them in CONE for: 2s, ch. 


= As we were drinking at a public-houſe in 
Canterbury, Mrs. Brett, of Blean, came in, 
: Id being informed that her buſineſs to town 
vas to receive about twenty- -ſeven guineas 
or hay, which ſhe had previouſly ſold, I 
50 Mutton, we had a good opportunity to. 
Vo the old lady, in the evening; he was of 
be ſame opinion; and that very night, about 
Nen o'clock, we :nfeſted the houſe, and en- 
red the pantry, by getting thro' the pantry 
vindow, from thence to the waſh houſe, into 
Die fore. room, and up ſtairs, forcing open in 
Pur way, four doors, which were properly 
ecured with good locks. The noiſe awakened 
Mrs. Widdet, who, thinking the cows were 
Preaking in, called out as loud as ſhe could 
Mrs. Brett, who was deaf, and ſlept in the 
ext room. So far from being atraid of a 
Liicovery, I could not forbear laughing, 
then Mutton ſwore, if I did not leave off 
e would break. my neck down ſtairs, then, 

a rage, burſt open the door, entered her 


rains. out if ſhe ſpoke another word, de- 
anding her keys and money, which ſhe, 
th the greateſt terror in her looks, com- 
lied with. He then took from her two 
alf Hines, two gold rings from off her 
Bngers, 


hamber, and ſwore he would blow her 


£ 


* — a2 
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fingers, and about ys. or 88. in ſilver; we then 


on the bed. We then attempted to- enter 


were obliged, by violence, to break throuoll 
a pannel in the middle of the door, when 


ſpoke again he would blow her brains ont, 


* 
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proceeded to ſearch the drawers, where we 
found fix ſilver teaſpoons, four table-ſpoons, Ml 
and one very large ſpoon, marked with her 
tather's and mother's names. Mrs. Widdet 
earneſtly begged to have that ſpoon returned 
her; but Mutton ſwore if 6g did not find 
the money he was in ſearch of, ſhe ſhould 
not have one thing left. Bad as I was, Il 
could not help feeling for the diſtreſs I had 
occalioned, and took an opportunity, unſeen 
by my companion, to throw the ſpoon to her 


Mrs. Brett's room, which was fo ſtrongly ſe. N 
cured with bolts, locks, and cheſts, that v 


Mrs, Brett ſhrieked out, „ For God's lake 
don't hurt me.“ Mutton told her, if fl 


She then wrapt herſelf round in the bes 
clothes, and reſigned herſelf to out) meien 
At this moment a party of ſmuggl-rs rod 
Vp to the houſe, and we began to be afral 
of being taken; but, placing myſelf at tt 
head of one of the women, and Mutton : 
the other, we prevented VG from crvil 
out; meanwhile the ſmugglers (who wants 
only refreſhment) got off their horſes clole 
the windows, and, after ſtaying about a quil 


ter of an hour, mounted again and rode 0 
Fin 
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Finding ourſelves out of danger, we began 
co rifle her pockets, and found 188. or 198. 
WL five gold rings we took off her fingers, and 
W breaking open her drawers, found two large 
ſilver ſpoons, and ſix tea-ſpoons, and, at the 
W bottom of a cheſt, a purſ- with eight or nine 
Whalf-crowns, and a remarkable crown- piece. 
As we could not find the caſh we were in 
ſearch of, Mutton aſked her where the mo- 
ney was ſhe had received that day at Canter- 
bury for the bay? She replied, “ 1 did re- 
*jve it, hut left it with Col. Webb. We 
hen were reſolved to carry off every thing 
chat was valuable, and having broken open 
another cheſt, found two filver mugs, and a 
piece of India handkerchiefs; returning down 
ſtairs, we examined the cupboards, and find- 
Ing ſome bect-ſtikes and cucumbers, we ſat 
own and made a hearty meal, drinking 
about half a bottle of gin; we then went 
ff with our booty and buried the plate be- 
ween fome bean rows in the Forty Acres, 
dear St. Dun an's, Canterbury — After we 
had divided the money, Mutton went to 
it UCanterbury, and I returned home. — The 
on ext morning I was taken in bed by a Con- 
ry table, and carried before a Magittrate, on - 
rant huſpicion of being an accomplice in the rob- 
lole | ery 3 but, while I was there, Mr, Hatton, 
que Keeper of St. Dunitan's gaol, came in, 
de ond intor med the Magiſtrate that he had ta- 


ind ken 


10 
rod 
ral 
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ken Mutton, at his ſiſter's, in Turn-again- 
lane, and, on ſearching him, he had found a 
remarkable crown-piece, I then turned evi- 
dence, told where the plate was hid, and every 
Particular relating to the robbery. To con- 
firm what I had ſaid, Mr. Hatton took me 
to the place where 1 had mentioned the plate 
was hid, and found every thing to be true as 
1 related. Mutton was then committed to 
take his trial for the robbery, and 1 as an 
evidence againſt him. At the next Aſſizes 
he was capitally convicted, and afterwards 
hung on Penenden Heath nd was ſentenced 
to remain in gaol for twelve months, or find 
ſureties for my good behaviour; which being 
out of my power, I remained in priſon. 
Tho' 1 turned evidence againſt Mutton, 
and was the cauſe of his being convicted, he 
bore me no ill will, and frequently converſed rt 
with me in the moſt friendly terms, The 5 
morning, bt fore he was executed, he talked; 
with me for near two hours, giving me the, 
beſt advice, and particularly begged of me 
to leave off going into the company of bad 
women, for, © you know, Jeck,“ ſaid he, 
that keeping- their company has brought 
„ me to this, and will likewiſe bring you, 
<< ſooner or later, if you don't ſhun them“ 
This was too true, for when I worked, 1 
wanted for no money or friends, and thieved 
chief 
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kiefly to ſupply their endleſs wants, —If the 


agiſtrates would ſeriouſly endeavour to dil- 


F - 
ve them a great deal of trouble, and pre- 
ent many a young man from coming to the 

allows. ; 75 | 


As ſoon as I got home, the Pariſh Officers 
ew clothed me, and I went again to work 
I Michaclmas, when I unluckily made a 
atch with Mr. Twyman's waggoner to fight 
cock, with him for half a guinea and a ſup- 


one that, I ſhould haye continued my work, 
nd not been guilty of any more thieving.— 
aving no cock of my own, and! knowing 
at my antagoniſt had two, I thought it no 
ad ſcheme to borrow one of his, and the 
me evening ſtole his beſt cock, which I left 
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bury, who kept him till the time of fight- 
g, when I beat, and received the half 
uinea, The waggoner was ſo-pleaſed with 
y cock that he gave me half-a crown for 


lean, and while the family were at ſuppety 
3 C 


urage their nocturnal meetings, it would 


er I ſay unluckily, becauſe if I had not 


th a friend of mine in St. Mildred's, Can- 


nehm. Forgetting the good advice of my de- 

aſed friend, I again fell into company with | 
be, me of my old female companions, an,whom 
u oon ſpent. all my money, and to raiſe more 
ou went in the night to Mr. Twyman's, at 


„eered the ſtable and ſtole a pair of pumps, 
F e 


Canterbury _or 6s. & 
man, in a wood behind his houſe, with a fe 1 


prevented me from felling them. The nei 
however, I went off to Haſtenleigh, an f 
carried off the till, which contained only g 


r balFpenge, and one fix. penee. 


were on the outlide, I got into a chamb 
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awaiſtcoat and a frock ; from thence I pr 
ceeded to the hen- houſe and ſtole one coup 
of 'fowls; and one couple of ducks. ' S0 
the pumps for 4s. 6d. to a pawn- broker; tl 
fowls and ducks I treated my ladies with. 


The ſame week I ſtole from Thomas Cul ; 
len's, at Blean, three geele ; z ſold them ol 
The next any Feng ſeen ty Mr. Tw 


bundles of wood which had hedge-ftakes iff 
them, he followed me to Canterbury an 


morning I was taken before a Magiſtrate fi 
taking the ſtakes out of the hedge, and fine 
10s. but was allowed three days to pay it nM 


about day-light broke into the ſhop of M 
Swain, by getting in at the ſhop window, an 


In my way home went to Waltham, 2 
at's farm-houſe, by means of ſome ſtairs th 


and ſtole one pair of ſheets and two grel 


coats. Sold che ſheets and coats at Alfa 
Ar 418. as 


one, then went to 


- 
* * 
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On my return to Canterbury 1 feaſted 


ay among my ladies till all my CORE: va 


8 Farm. on the way to Herne, and 


From off a line ſtole ſix ſhirts, which I 
Wrought to n and ſold for 18. 6d, 


ach. 


From thence went to White Hill, at Ken- 


Wington, and broke open the ſtable door of 


r. Gizzard, and ſtolc a great coat, a long 


Wound frock, a waggon whip, pair of ſhoes, 
aan oil bruſh. Sold the coat, frock, and 


oes, for 7s. at Aſhford : the whip I N 


Wome, and ſold to a waggoner for 18. 6d. 


The ſame evening, at Mrs. Wilkinſon's at 
Blean, 1 ſtole three couple and half of fowls, 
Sold them for 1s. 6d. a couple, at Can- 
erbury, and ſtaid there till I had loſt all my 


10ney at cards; then went to Robert Hay- 


ard's, in the Wood, St. Stephen's, and ſtole 


* 


wo geeſe; but being diſcovered and pur- 


ned, I dropped one, and got off with the 


Sf Although I had ſuch a narrow 


ſcape, I then went to Mrs, Cullen's, at Blean, 


nd ſtole two gecſe and brought them 1 to 


anterbury. 


Soon after 1 went with one of my e com- 


ä  Fanions 
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chamber, and, while the waggoner and hi 


„„ . 
— 


Sold the coat for 38. pawned the ſtockings ſ 


Canterbury. 
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kak to Mr! Sihkey's s, at Milton Chap 
Here we arrived about eight o'clock at nigh 
and feeing two boys in the ſtable, and till 
waggoner. and his mate go to bed, my con 
panion went mto the kirchen (the famij 
being in another room) bur ſoon returnec 
declaring he was afraid to proceed; ſhey 
ing me the way up ſtairs, I ſoon entered ih 


mate were fleeping, I took a watch from off th 
head of the bed, two pair of ficckings, an 
one ſilk handkerchief, and got clear off 


28. the ſilk handkerchief for 1s, 6d. and {ol 
The watch for 11s. We then returned to ou 
uſaal' hou'e: of ' rendezvous at Canterbury 
and ſpent. all the money. 


Afterwards 1 went to William Stone 
houſe, near Blean, and, by taking a pane 0 
glaſs out of the window, got into the houſt 
from whence I ſtole two fhirts, one roum 
frock, part of a meat pye, two plumb puff 
dings, and 'part. of a breaſt of mutton. | 
ſold the ſhirts for 2s. each; the — 
White ſol for me for 28. at M „ nei 


$7.3 1 


About EPR Geclock the ſame night, | 
got into the hen-houſe of John Dove, a 
| Blean, and ator one fowl; but as I wa 


oy coming 
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rl oming away, Mr. Dove and another man 
uddenly ſeized me, and kept me priſoner all 
What night. The next morning I was taken 
before a Magiſtrate, and committed Feb. 7, 
787, to St. Dunſtan's gaol, to be tried at 
he next Aſſizes for that offence. ., I was hke- 
viſe ordered to be publicly whipt for running 
way and not paying the 108. I was, before 
oed for ſtealing Mr. Twyman's hedge- 
ſtakes. Beſides this, another affair of more 
erious conſequence, came againſt me. On 
he Saturday following, as Mrs. Stone, the 
wife of William Stone, whoſe houſe I had 
broke open, was going to market, ſhe ſaw 
the round frock I had ſtolen hanging at a 
alelman's door in St, Dunſtan's, and on. en- 
quiry found it to be the ſame which White 
had fold for me, and who, upon being taken 
p, informed the Magiſtrate from whom he 
had it. A detainer was then laid againſt me 
for breaking open William Stone's houſe — 
Vhen the Aſſizes came on, I had the good 
ortune to be acquitted for ſtealing the fowl; 
and was immediately arraigned for breaking _ 
into the houſe of William Stone, and ſtealing 
two ſhirts, &c. but Stone ſaying that bis 
houſe ſtood in the pariſh of St. Coſmus and 
Damian, in the Blean, I begged leave of the 


Judge to inform him, that Stane's houſe, 
which he had ſworn was broke into, did not 
Wand in the pariſh of Blean, but in the Chuzgch _ 
Liberty; and upon Stone's being again queſ= _ 
C 3 done, 


— — — — - 
—— - ati woe — — — = 4 —ͤ — — — 
n 7 


. O_—— 


— 
————̃ —— 2 
— — — — - — — 

— — — — 


we . © hy * y . 
- 
_—J—_—w_——— — — ——— —— — + C 
, — — l F 
7 * 8 
— . 8 * — * * * — — — — J 
1 = = 4 — — ey — es ds A ge pn \- - 
* pa 1 Ss 4 Ww - : — 
. ; 7 9 

7 4 = 
8 Os. , 
- — . 


34 4 SKETCH OF THE 


tioned; he acknowledged his houſe did ſtand 


money. Mr. Dove, my late proſecutor, em. 
ployed me at the end of the ſummer, to work 


wete ſcattered about, and after his ſon had 


before I could receive the money, I was pur 
ſued by Mr. Dove and another, who charged 


longing to a gentleman in the neighbour: 
hood. They then re- loaded the waggon and 


Jacket and a pair of pumps. Sold the jacket 


in the Church Liberty, and not in Blean, aff 
he had before ſworn. His Lordſhip then di 
rected the Jury to diſcharge nme. 

On my return 1 went to work with Mr 
Glover, in Mrs. Webb's wood, and conti. 
nued to work during the ſummer with tte 
greateſt induſtry, and earned a great deal 


in a wood which he looked after, and conti. 
nued for five weeks, receiving on an average 


2 4 


about 138. a week, The wood being finiſhed, 
I had leave given to pick up what flick 


taken away two load, I began to gather the 
remainder, and ſoon got a load, which I car. 
ried to Canterbury, and fold for 158. but 


me with taking away forr.e baker's wood be. 


drove it to the gentleman's houſe, meanwhile 
t ran off; and the ſame evening broke open 


Mr. Twyman's ſtable, from whence I ſtole 2. 


Ee. 


For 28. the pumps for 1s. d. h 
© Going then to a match of running at Mer. Irn 
W 41 His 3 a 
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mam, I was taken by a conſtable; and carric d 
before a Magiſtfate, who committed me to 
St. Dunſtah-s gaol, 2 iſt June: 1788, on the 

ath of John "Dove, or ſtealing a load of 

ood, in which 1 declare there were not three 
faggots they could call their own. — At the 
enſuing Aſſizes T was fried, but it appearing 
I had leave to pick upfthe /d, the Judge ; 
directed the Jury to acquit me; and as ſoun 

as I came home; Mr. Twyman employed me in 
prog of wheat, till Hopping, when J earned 

a fortnight and three days, 568. in pic king 

* hops—Being well furniſhed with caſh, 1 

got into company with ſome of my old fe- 

male acquaintance at Michaclmas, on whom 

| ſpent all the money I had got. 


Mr. Strood having at this time an old 
ay-ſtack to move, 1 went to help him; 
While I was work, Mrs. Underdown cane 
there to ſpeak to Mrs. Pout, with whom 
ſhe lived; knowing their houſe was left with⸗ 
but any one to watch it, I thought it a 
good opportunity to do a little buſineſs there; 
therefore inſtead of laying down at - noon, 
which is cuſtomary, I went ro the houſe, and 
opened the window by means of a pane being 
dut, and got into the fore- room, and from 
hence up ſtairs, and ſtole. thereout a colt 
nd waiſt coat belonging to Rich. Atwood, and 
O chequered ſhirts, which. I brouglit ſafe 
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ol ſold the coat and waiſtcoat for half 2 
1 guinea, and the ſhirts for 48. Meeting At. 

Vood the next day, he told me of the rob. 
bery, adding, he had nο ſuſpicion of me, a; 
he was certain I was not abſent from Strood's; Ml 
beſides, if it had;been. me, he was ſure 9 
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Hil ſhould have cleared the place. You may bell 
| | . aſſured, replied I, ii jn had been me, I ſhould 
 - not have gone off with ſuch few things. — 5 
| | Young 8 having had, + at that time, a x 
1 few words with his father, and going away, 
Hil they had a ſuſpicion that it was he who had 
Fill committed the robbery, and cauſed him to 
| 1 | be apprehended and taken before a Magi. 
[i ſtrate, but not being able to proye any thing a 
. againſt him, he was ſent about his buſineſs, : 
Mrs. Underdown I underſtood afterwards, 


was, on that asrount, turned out of her lodg: 
g. | = 


1 After that 1 ſtole 2 couple and Ball 

= of; fowls at Mr. Neale's, Harbledown, and 
118 told them at Canterbury for 18. 6d. a couple 
14 
* Making. a little ſtay with my vſual com- 
1 panions till the caſh was gone, I repaired to 
wk Tyler Hill, and ſtole four geeſe fron Ed - 
It ward Smith, but was ſoon after taken while 
carrying them off, and brought to trial at the 
1 Old Caſtle, Canterbury, on Tueſday the 1th | 
411A 8 of 115 nuary, 1789, where i was found guilty, 


; and 
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Wand ſentenced to be tranſported for Seven 


Ycars. 


As many poor ſervants and others have 
been very materially injured in their charac- 
ters, and ſtill remain ſuſpected of being the 
perſons who have robbed their maſters, I 


hope this voluntary confeſſion of mine, will, 


in ſome meaſure, atone for the diſtreſs they 
have unavoidably ſuffered, and convince thoſe 
who have ſuſtained any leſs, of the impro- 
priety, if not injuſtice, of uncharitably charg- 
ing any perſon with a theft before it could 
be ſubſtantially aſcertained by the cleareſt and 
moſt poſitive truth, Whercver | found any 
thing of that nature, and thought an inno- 
cent p.rſon would ſuffer, 1 have (where 1 
could do it with ſafety to my own perion}. 
confeſled the robbery, which is well known 
to many perſons whom 1 have robbed, in- 


ſtances of which are to be obſerved in this 


narrative. 


I now beg leave to return my ſincere 
thanks to thoſe gentlemen before whom I 
have been ſo often tried, for that mercy and-. 
Jaltice ſhewn to me on all occaſions ; to the 
principal inhabitants of Saints. Coſmus ana 
Damian, for their ready aſſiſtance in giving 
me work, and their carneſt endeavours to 
reclaim me ;—of the public, I moſt humbly _ 
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my mother, my brothers, or ſiſter, on my 


1 to make me live a ſober and honeſt | 
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beg their pardon for the numerous depreda. | 2 
tions I have committed on their property, 
and hope they will not caſt any reflections on . 


account, as they did every thing in their 


". 
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FINIS. 


